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A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held on Wednesday, November 14, 2018 
opening at 7:41 p.m.  Mayor Lorenz presided over the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
     Present:  Cassar, Clarke, Lorenz, Salemi, Zubrzycki 
     Absent:   None 
     Also Present: City Manager Martin, Clerk Dryden and Attorney Schultz 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Cassar, seconded Salemi, to approve the City Council Agenda for November 14, 
2018, as submitted. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Cassar, seconded Clarke, to approve the following items on the consent agenda as 
submitted. 
 

A. October 10, 2018, Regular Meeting and October 23, 2018 Special Meeting Minutes  
B. Disbursement Report, Payroll check #’s 12010-12015, DD3380-3399, EFT1292-1298; 

and A/P check #’s 50211-50263, EFT 1807-1812, 1814-1823, ACH 1813, 1822-1827; 
TOTALING: $236,107.37. 

C. Acceptance of Public Works, Police and City Attorney Reports for October 2018  
  
 Yes: All 
 No:  None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
          
COMMITTEE REPORTS    

      
Patrick Runk thanked Brian Etter and Bob Dzenko for always supporting the Parks & Recreation 
Committee and helping out too.  He reported for the Parks and Recreation Committee, this Friday 
November 16th is Fall Wine Tasting and December 9th is the Holiday Cookie Exchange with Santa.   
 
 
BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA  
 
Mayor Lorenz opened the meeting to the public.   
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       S006-18 O-007-18   
Brian Etter congratulated Joe Salemi on winning the election; it was well deserved.  Etter is 
disappointed in communications from City Hall with the residents regarding the bus stop.  He is 
concerned with the crossing of Orchard Lake Road.  Also, there was no notification that the street 
would be closed at Pontiac Dr. to Avondale.  He feels the communication needs to improve.  Lastly, 
he requested Council to address Code 34-11 “No open burning.”  Since the leaves are coming down 
so late, he would like to see burning of leaves allowed.  He feels as long as it is in a safe manner it 
shouldn’t be a problem. 
 
 
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS  
 
Martin reviewed the Parks & Rec events were already mentioned.  The Halloween Movie Night was 
last month and he heard it was well attended and everyone loved it. He encouraged everyone to come 
to Wine Tasting event.  It is a great event to get to know your neighbors and others in the city.  
Unfortunately, he can’t attend because he’s playing in a concert that night. 
 
The election was held last Tuesday.  It is an extremely busy time of the year for Dennise preparing 
for the election, absentee ballots, new voting equipment, laws and software along with all of the 
regular duties at City Hall, and finishing up the audit.  She and her crew once again did an 
outstanding job with all of that and the election went off without incident.  Sylvan Lake was the first 
to turn in election information to Oakland County.  
         ZP-003-18 
Martin shared there has been a lot of conversation when the developer started clearing the property 
across from City Hall for the new restaurant.  The vast majority of people were curious and asked 
good questions and left with their questions answered and they were fine.   There was a lot of 
conversation about the removal of the “forest.”  Some of it was quite passionate about nature, the 
displaced animals, etc.  He reminded everyone of a few things.  At one point all of this was 
undeveloped and woodsy.  When he was young there were woods on the end of Woodland at Orchard 
Lake Road.  The area on the other side of the trail was all woods and there was a path from Avondale 
West to Inverness that he would walk to school on.   Where the Loading Dock is was a vacant field, 
not to mention all of the fast food restaurants, and houses being built on all of the vacant lots.   A lot 
has changed and will continue to do so.  He has had residents question how we could allow this to 
happen, what’s going to happen with the school property?  Are we going to keep it as a park?  His 
answer is quite simple, most property is available to purchase.  The property across from City Hall 
was for sale for many years.  The school property had also been for sale for many years.  If an 
individual or group wants to purchase that property to preserve it, that is their prerogative. There is 
currently interest once again in developing the school property.  In fact, at the Planning Commission 
meeting December 4th a developer will be coming to make a proposal.  Martin encouraged everyone 
to attend.   
        S-007-18 
Last month Martin mentioned we were discussing the annual pavement replacement work with our 
asphalt contractor.  That was obviously approved and the work began.  However, City Hall didn’t 
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know that it was going to start this past Monday or we would have put out some information. Also 
Monday was a holiday, we didn’t realize it had begun until Tuesday.  He understands there was a 
little frustration, but overall it was not bad and they are very fast with their work.   
 
Yesterday Martin was in Ann Arbor for a pavement preservation seminar that was very well done and 
he will be looking at a few different ways to preserve our streets at a lower cost to discuss with City 
Council. 
 
The bus stop issue was quite the conversation on social media.  The Safety & Training supervisor for 
West Bloomfield, or Durham School Services decides where the bus stops will be.  They have never 
asked the City’s opinion or told us where they would be, and that’s fine.  That is their job and he 
doesn’t have any problem with them doing that.  It is not a City Manager or City Council issue.  
However, if we, or anybody for that matter, feel there are potential safety issues with any part of the 
loading or unloading process at a stop, it is our duty to let them know.  It is then up to them to assess 
and decide what, if any, changes need to be made.  That is what happened in this instance.   
       P1-004-18 
Larceny’s from auto’s – the city had ten larcenies from autos reported over the weekend.  The 
vehicles that were hit were unlocked and parked in the driveway or along the street.  With the 
exception of one vehicle, there was nothing of value taken.  Unfortunately, this happens in every 
municipality and we are no exception.  This is a reminder to make sure you do not leave valuables in 
your vehicle and keep your vehicle locked.  While we’re on the safety topic, make sure you lock the 
door to your home, keep the garage door closed and don’t leave bicycles outside in the summer.  We 
do have an idea of who this may be and are working on it.  
 
Martin asked if you ever see or hear something suspicious, call 911.  If you have something like this 
happen, it’s ok to put it on social media, but make sure you call the police too.  It is very important 
for us to know as many facts as possible.  But please, when something is happening, or has happened, 
call 911 first.  Don’t wait until the next day or week. 
 
Martin thanked Bob Dzenko for his time again on City Council.  For those that don’t know.  Bob was 
on City Council ten plus years ago, moved out of the city, moved back and was again elected to City 
Council.  Brian Etter was a former City Council member and was appointed to fill the vacancy made 
when a Council member moved from the City.  Both Bob and Brian are outstanding residents and 
always had what is best for Sylvan Lake at heart. 
 
He congratulated incumbent Mike Zubrzycki and newly elected Ben Clarke and Joseph Salemi on 
their successful election to City Council.  He is really looking forward to working with them all for 
the next few years.  
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CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Cassar welcomed Ben and Joe to City Council and he looks forward to working together, getting new 
ideas and making Sylvan Lake a better place.  He welcomed Mike back and thanked Brian and Bob 
for their time on City Council.  He thanked Council for electing him as Mayor Pro Tem.  He will do 
his best.   
 
Cassar addressed the bus stop and concern with the crosswalk.  He hopes the bus service would 
provide a safety guard for crossing. 
 
Zubrzycki thanked everyone for voting him back in.  He will do his best to support the city in every 
way possible. He congratulated Joe and Ben and thanked Brian and Bob for their service and knows 
they will stay active in the city.  He thanked Lorenz for accepting the Mayor position again.  He is 
great at running the meetings and also thanked Cassar for accepting the Mayor Pro-Tem position. 
 
Zubrzycki shared the West Bloomfield Schools has a link where anyone can post suggestions.  As far 
as the safety guard goes that is a volunteer thing.   
 
Clarke thanked everyone electing him.  He is here to help out and asked everyone to talk to him 
regarding anything.   
 
Clarke shared movie night was a huge success and all movie nights are great fun.  He is looking 
forward to the next two events and getting closer to neighbors. He encouraged everyone to 
participate.   
 
Clarke thanked Martin and Dryden for the well-run election.  The Community Center was transferred 
into a well-organized area for voting.  Voting makes it fun to feel part of the community. 
 
He discussed the bus stop issue with Greg Campbell, Safety Supervisor, they have listened to 
residents’ concerns and now the Sylvan Lake kids bus stop will be at Beverly and Knowlson.  This 
may not be the best resolution, but it is a district decision.   
 
Salemi thanked the residents for allowing him to be on City Council.  He will do his best for Sylvan 
Lake.  He congratulated Ben and Mike; and thanked Martin and Dryden as the election went very 
well.  Salemi congratulated Lorenz and Cassar on their election of Mayor and Mayor Pro-Tem.   
 
Salemi is sorry he will be missing the wine tasting event, but his wife brought a bottle of wine to 
donate to the event.   
 
Lorenz congratulated the candidates.  All did a great job on the long cold day.  He congratulated Joe 
and Ben on winning the election and he looks forward to working with them.  He thanked Council for 
electing him Mayor and thanked Dryden and her staff for running a very well-organized election.   
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Lorenz addressed the property across from City Hall.  He is very excited for the “The Farm.”  It is a 
farm to table restaurant with gardens in the back.  It is by far the best proposal brought to the city.  
Other proposals over the years were self-storage, discount mall and multi-units. 
 
Lorenz thanked the Parks and Rec Committee for doing a tremendous job and providing a sense of 
community.   
 
 
ACTION ITEMS     
  

a. 2019 CDBF Application Resolution to Accept Funds  B3-002-18 R2-011-18 
 
Martin explained this resolution accepts the funds for 2019.  Our funding is $7,000.  We currently 
utilize funding for seniors for lawn mowing in the summer and fall cleanup. 
 
Zubrzycki asked why the amount is $7,000 for 2019.  Martin stated the County is provided funds 
from Federal Money and they divide between the communities.   
 
Salemi asked how many residents benefit from this program.  Martin estimated 11 residents this last 
year.   
 
 Moved by Cassar, seconded Clarke, to adopt the resolution accepting the 2019 CDBG 
application and funds. 

 
 Yes:  Clarke, Lorenz, Salemi, Zubrzycki, Cassar 
 No:   None 
         RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
 
 

b.  Appointment to GWBCCC      A2-011-18 
 
Mayor Lorenz noted he received two applications for the position.  He acknowledged his appointing 
Philip Ross to the Greater West Bloomfield Cable Communication Commission with a term expiring 
6/30/20. 
 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Clarke, to confirm the Mayor’s appointment of Philip Ross to 
the Greater West Bloomfield Cable Communication Commission with a term expiring 6/30/20. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 
         MOTION CARRIED 
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c.  Budget Amendment MERS Funding  R1-002-18  
 
Martin explained this has been discussed for many years now and it was brought to the study session 
last month.  This is an unfunded liability.  A few years ago, it wasn’t shown on our books.  Now it is 
required to show it and fund it to 100%.  Some communities are fully funding it.  Council agreed with 
the funding of 80%, which is approximately $400,000.  The money will come the fund balance and 
put into the retirement system.  They get interest of 8-10% on their investments.   
 
Martin is still working with the auditor on the percentages charged to the different funds.  He doesn’t 
expect action taken tonight. 
 
Lorenz concurred this has been discussed over the last few years and brought up again at the study 
session.  He recalled prior Councilmember Meskin in favor of funding it and not having such a large 
fund balance.  It is long overdue and he is favor of this.  Lorenz further explained this is for the five 
current employees and eight retirees in the Defined Benefit program.  Council closed this program 
back in 2008 so anyone hired after that would be in a Defined Contribution plan.  
 
Cassar noted this is not going to cause Council to go to the resident for more funds.  The money is 
already available.   
 
Joel Must stated Martin mentioned 10-11% the MERS gets on their investments. He would like to 
know what their investing in.  Must thanked Martin for fixing the pavement in front of his property.   
 
Lorenz noted when the City holds money, the interest on an average is around 2% and MERS is 
much higher.  He recalled Martin stating 8%.  He feels putting the money with MERS not only helps 
with the funding, but a better investment.  Also, the more funded we are, helps with the city’s bond 
rating. 
 
 

d.  Banking Resolution-Authorizing Signers F-007-18 
 
Martin explained since the Mayor Pro-Tem has changed this resolution will need to be adopted 
authorizing the signers with our Flagstar accounts.   
 
 Moved by Clarke, seconded Salemi, adopting the Flagstar banking resolution authorization 
agreement as submitted. 
 
 Yes:  Lorenz, Salemi, Zubrzycki, Cassar, Clarke 
 No:   None 
         RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
 
 
 



City of Sylvan Lake 
Regular City Council Meeting 

November 14, 2018 
 

7 
 

 
NON-ACTION ITEMS 
        

a. Security for Ferndale Park, Restroom and Boat Launch 
b. Seawall – Replacing Sections on Ferndale 

 
 Mayor Lorenz reminded everyone to attend the Planning Commission meeting December 4th to 

hear about the potential development at the Whitfield property.   
 
 ADJOURNMENT 
 
  Moved by Salemi, seconded Cassar, to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 

  MOTION CARRIED 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:13 p.m. 
 
 
                                                                                          
       Dennise Dryden, City Clerk 


